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distances, people could read the same 
words and develop common inter-
ests. And it moved very quickly! 
James Burke sheds light on this phe-
nomenon, noting that “From the sin-
gle Mainz press of 1457, it took only 
23 years to establish presses in 110 
towns: 50 in Italy, 30 in Germany, 
nine in France, eight in Spain, eight in Holland, four in England, and so on.”12

Today books have gone digital. With the advent of e-readers such as the Nook 
and the Kindle, a person can buy and read a book without ever having gone to 
the bookstore and without ever having picked up an actual book. This shortens 
the supply chain process and has great implications for how people think and 
use books. In 2013, the Pew Research Center’s Internet Project found that 
almost 43 percent of Americans ages sixteen and older owned either a tablet or 
an e-book reader.13 Books are also being converted to e-reading formats that 
can be easily accessed on a smartphone. See Figure 3.2.

What Devices Do You Use 
to Access Media?
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c.	 tablet

d.	 desktop or laptop computer
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Source: Lee Rainie and Aaron Smith, “Tablet and E-reader Ownership Update,” Pew Research Internet Project, October 18, 
2013, http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/10/18/tablet-and-e-reader-ownership-update.


